PEACE 

For he is our peace

.

EPHESIANS  2:14

For as long as I can remember there have been conferences and studies, plans, and supposedly innovative ideas for bringing peace to this earth.  Organizations have been created, much money and time have been spent, books have been written … all in an effort to find a formula that would bring peace on earth and goodwill to men. 


World War I was called “the war to end all wars,” but it wasn’t–not for the United States and not for most of the rest of the world.  As I write, there are fifty wars occurring somewhere in the world.  Whether men shoot and fight one another or not, there is “warfare” in the home; warfare between husband and wife, between parents and children, between brothers and sisters, between neighbors, between bosses and employees.


Why?  What can be done to bring peace in all of there situations?  The reason for war is that we have rejected God’s provision for peace.  Jesus said, “My peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you.”  So, peace is not man’s to give.  It comes from Christ.  We war with one another because of sin, which is a declared state of war against God.


Only Christ can cancel sin and create a peace treaty with God and then between men.  When the angel pronounced peace on earth, good will to men, it was a universal pronouncement for any who would accept this Bethlehem baby as his or her Savior and for no one else.


Do you know this peace?  It can be yours today simply by asking for it.  God’s gifts are free, but He is waiting to be asked.

~~

Our Father and our God, peace in this world seems so elusive and fleeting.  We gasp it for a moment, then it’s gone again.  It is not within our power to establish and maintain peace on earth.  Give us lasting peace, Father, through Yours Son, Jesus Christ.  In His name I pray.  Amen.  

POWERFUL PROOFS

Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and 

authorities and powers being made subject unto him.

I  PETER  3:22


What proofs did Jesus offer that He truly God come in human form?

First, there was the proof of His perfect life.  He could ask, “Can any of you prove me guilty of sin?” (John 8:46 NIV) – and no one could answer, because His life was perfect.  He was able to confront the full fury of Satan’s temptations and yet not yield to sin;  He “was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15).


Second, there was the evidence of His power.  His power was the power of God almighty – the power only God has.  He could quiet the storms on the sea of Galilee.  He raised the dead, healed the sick, restored sight to the blind, and made the lame walk.  His miracles were witness to the fact that He is Lord of all nature: “For by him were all things created … And he is before all things, and by him all things consist” (Colossians 1:16 – 17).


Third, there was the evidence of fulfilled prophecy.  Hundreds of years before His birth the prophets of the Old Testament spoke precisely of the place where He would be born (Micah 5:2) and of the manner of His death and burial (Psalm 22;  Isaiah 53).  Uncounted details of His life were foretold by the prophets, and in every instance these prophecies were fulfilled.


Fourth, there was the evidence of His resurrection from the dead.  Jesus Christ was “declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead” (Romans 1:4).  The founders of the various non-Christian religions of the world have lived, died, and been buried; in some instances it is still possible to visit their graves.  But Christ is alive!  His resurrection is a fact!  His tomb is empty – and this is a compelling and central proof of His unique divine nature as God in human flesh.


Fifth, there is the proof of changed lives.  History vividly illustrates what the Bible clearly affirms: “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9).  Education and discipline can do no more than rub off the rough edges of human selfishness – but Christ alone, the divine Son of God, has power to change the human heart.  And He does.  Christ can take the most sin-laden, selfish, evil person and bring forgiveness and new life.


These are only five of the proofs on which I base my belief in the divinity of Christ.

WHEN WORRY BECOMES WORLDLY

Love not the world, neither the things tat are in the world.

I  JOHN  2:15

Worldliness has been vastly misunderstood by many Christians.  There are certain elements of daily life that are not sinful in themselves but that lead to sin if they are abused.  Abuse literally means “overuse” or “misuse” of things lawful, which then become sin.  Pleasure is lawful in its use, but unlawful in its overuse.  Ambition is an essential part of true character, but it must be fixed on lawful objects and exercised in proper proportion.

Our daily occupation, reading, dress, friendships, and other similar phases of life and all legitimate and necessary – but can easily become illegitimate, harmful, and unnecessary.  Thought about the necessities of life is absolutely essential, but this can easily degenerate into anxiety.

The making of money is necessary for daily living, but moneymaking is apt to degenerate into money-loving, and then the deceitfulness of riches enters in and spoils our spiritual lives.

Worldliness is not confined to any particular rank, walk, or circumstance of life.  But worldliness is a spirit, an atmosphere, an influence, permeating the whole of life in human society, and it needs to be guarded against constantly and strenuously.  The Bible says, “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.”  It also warns that “the world passeth away, and the lust thereof; but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever” (1 John 2:17).

We must make an out-and-out stand for Christ.  It does not mean that in society we are snob or have a superiority complex, lest we be in danger of spiritual pride (which would be far worse than worldliness).  But today there are so many professing Christians who are walking hand in hand with the world that it is difficult to tell the difference between the Christian and the sinner.  Our lives must make it plain whose we are and whom we serve!

~~

Our Father and our God, if I am to be extreme in any one area of my life, let me be extreme only in my love and service to You.  Help everyone to know You are my passion, my vocation, and my avocation, my desire, and my obsession.  I dedicate my life to You, Father, and I come to You through Jesus.   Amen.

Call To Me

God is eager to communicate with His children.  The lord’s words to Jeremiah extend to us as well: “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things” (Jer. 33:3).  What we need to do is to get ready to hear Him.  Hearing from God is a learning process that takes time, but it is available to everyone who desires it.  We don’t have to have reached some high level of spiritual maturity.  We don’t have to have it all together, with all the struggle of our lives under control.  He is available to us just as we are.


It’s also important that we allow ourselves the freedom to listen expectantly for Him.  During Jesus’ ministry, He took time alone with His Father and told His disciples to do the same (Mark 6:31, 46).  We too need a quiet place free from distraction.  Once there, how do we know that what we’re hearing is truly from God?


Here are some questions you can ask yourself to determine if it is God speaking to you:

· Is it consistent with Scripture?

· Is it consistent with the character of God?

· Does it lead to change or growth in your life?

· Does it lead to the restoration of relationships?

· Is there a sense of healing; release from past sin or pain?

· Is there a sense of peace, a lessening of anxiety, of contentment where once there was striving?

· Does it lead to conviction instead of guilt?

There is a distinct difference between the conviction of the Holy Spirit and the condemnation of the devil, because the two speak different languages.  The characteristics of each should help you distinguish who is speaking.  However,, we sometimes mistake Satan’s voice for God’s , because Satan’s voice fits so well with our own distortions and misunderstandings about God and how we think he feels about us.  But God speaks to us in a way that is completely different from the condemnation of Satan.


How can you tell the difference?  Satan communicates in the following way:

· Tone:  accusing, nagging, and mocking.  Generates fear and causes confusion.

· Vague:  generates an overall sense of guilt, as if everything is wrong.  Creates feelings of hopelessness and weakness

· Discouraging:  attacks yours self-confidence, tells you that you are weak and worthless.

· Brings up the past:  replays your sin and shame, reminds you of your poor choices.

· Rejecting:  produces the feeling that God has rejected you as unworthy and unholy.  Portrays God as judge and you as a miserable sinner.

· Isolating:  gives suggestions that cause you to withdraw from others.

· Negative:  tells you that the horrible way you feel is the way it is.

The conviction of the Holy Spirit is just the opposite:

· Tone:  gentle, loving, imploring, and urges your return to Him.

· Specific:  tells you to take a specific action in response to sin; freedom follows.

· Encouraging:  says you can rely on His power, not your strength.

· Releases you from the past:  tells you your sins are forgiven, never to be held against you.

· Attracts:  generates an expectation of kindness, love, and a new beginning with His help.

· Draws into fellowship:  sends others to minister to you in love, as well as sends you to others.  Speaks of His unchanging nature and steadfast love.

· Truthful:  states the facts about you and God.

Use the list above as a guideline so you will be able to clearly hear God’s responses as you share your heart with Him.


The Bible is clear about the fact that God actively pursues a personal relationship with His children.  He delights in you and desires to bring restoration to the painful places in your life.  He offers Himself as a refuge from fear and anxiety.  He holds out His strength to those who are weak, and He longs to mourn with those who are broken.  He is here for you – anytime you come.


He is gently calling, “Come with Me.”

